
Information about the speakers and the moderators 

Patricia Alberth heads Bamberg‘s World Heritage Office and in this capacity is part of the 
city’s sustainability expert team and the Smart City steering group. Prior to that, she worked 
for UNESCO - in the Asia-Pacific Office in Bangkok as well as at the World Heritage Centre 
at headquarters in Paris. Patricia Alberth teaches as a guest lecturer at various universities. 
She chairs the International Association of World Heritage Professionals (IAWHP), is a mem-
ber of ICOMOS Germany and a Board Member of the DENK-MAL Foundation. She holds a 
Master of Science degree from Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus in World Her-
itage Studies and a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Hanzehogeschool Gro-
ningen (The Netherlands). 

Lilian Beneker studied German language and literature, as well as cultural media studies at 
the University of Cologne with a focus on feminist literary studies. During her studies, she 
gained practical experience with cultural mediators and non-governmental organizations and 
worked as a lecturer for German as a foreign language in Brazil. Since 2020, she has been 
working at the German Commission for UNESCO and helped establish the climate station 
network of the UNESCO associated schools. As a programme specialist, she is responsible 
for the coordination and thematic development of the network and organized, among other 
things, this year's Climate Camp in cooperation with the UNESCO Chair in Heidelberg. 

Dr. Dorothee Boesler has since 2017 been employed at LWL - Regional Office for monu-
ment protection, landscape development and Baukultur in Westphalia, the monument preser-
vation office for Westphalia, where she has headed the Urban Conservation and Landscape 
Development Department since 2014. She studied art history, urban planning as well as his-
tory and received her doctorate in 1994. She has worked in inventory as well as in practical 
and urban monument preservation at state and municipal monument offices. In the field of 
urban historic preservation, she considers risk management an important future topic. She 
follows the topic of climate change and monument conservation on a voluntary basis for ICO-
MOS. ICOMOS is working together with UNESCO and the IPCC in an international project to 
make the topic of cultural heritage fruitful for the work of the IPCC. 

Dr. Antje Brock is a research associate at the Institute for the Future at Freie Universität 
Berlin since 2015. She is involved in the conception and implementation of the national moni-
toring of "Education for Sustainable Development" and provides policy and practice advice. 
Her research focuses on education, equity, sustainability and their intersections. In her doc-
toral thesis she connected the question of social justice with the material environment (envi-
ronmental justice). Before that she was active in the education of teacher trainees (University 
of Bielefeld), member of an international research training group (Research School Educa-
tion & Capabilities) and HansBöckler doctoral scholarship holder. She was also spokesper-
son for the Early Career Scientists in Future Earth of the German Commission for Sustaina-
bility Research.  

Simone Prestes Dürrnagel is the Project Coordinator of the Trilateral Youth Conference at 
the adden Sea World Heritage, now supporting young adults to elaborate messages for the 
Trilateral Governmental Conference. She is an Architect and Urban Planner holding master’s 
degrees in Social Anthropology (Brazil), World Heritage Studies (Germany) and Cultural Her-
itage (Australia) and has experience in biocultural heritage and education. 

Jasmin Frischemeier studied political science, languages and cultures of the Islamic world 
in Münster and Cologne. After gaining practical experience in women's rights work in Co-
logne and in the field of international cooperation in Cairo, she has been working for the 
UNESCO Associate Schools Project Network (ASPnet) at the German Commission for 
UNESCO since 2020. Her tasks include supporting the network's approximately 300 schools 
in Germany and implementing activities and projects on democracy education, international 



understanding, and education for sustainable development. Since 2022, she has been re-
sponsible for the project “Young Climate Action for World Heritage” at the German Commis-
sion for UNESCO. 

Anna Grigoreva is a group coordinator for European Heritage Volunteers and was involved 
in the project “Reconstruction of a historic park & Climate resilience strategies in World Herit-
age Site Muskauer Park" Saxony, Germany. She is also an author and a part of the Social 
Media Team for the digital newspaper European Heritage Times. With a background in Tour-
ism and Marketing, Anna holds a master's degree in World Heritage Studies (Germany).  

Claudia Grünberg studied Cultural Studies (B.A.) at the Europa Universität Viadrina (Frank-
furt Oder) and World Heritage Studies (M.A.) at the BTU Cottbus. Her focus is on the devel-
opment and implementation of the potential of UNESCO World Heritage Sites for educational 
processes. In 2015-2017 she worked at the World Heritage Coordination Office Saxony and 
since 2017 she is responsible for educational projects in World Heritage at the Institute Herit-
age Studies, where she leads the DBU-project "Young Climate Action for World Heritage" 
since 2020.  

Kai Guckes graduated from the Justus Liebig University in Giessen with a degree in geogra-
phy. His fields of activity include education on climate change and climate change adaptation 
as well as education for sustainable development. After various activities in the field of envi-
ronment and education, he has been working in the Department of Geography at the Heidel-
berg University of Education since 2017, where he was responsible for the project "Learning 
to confront climate change sustainably" until 2020. Currently he provides technical support 
for the climate station network of UNESCO associated schools. 

Maryam Hashemi Hosseinabadi holds master’s degrees in Architecture (Iran) and World 
Heritage Studies (Germany). She has experience in design in the vicinity of historical context 
and working on adaptive reuse approaches. A study project in Belvedere Park in Weimar led 
to her latest paper on the Sustainability and Climate Adaptation of Persian Gardens.  

Dr. Ping Kong is the founder of Heritage & Education gGmbH, devoted to synergetic devel-
opment of World Heritage and Education for Sustainable Development. She works with ped-
agogic experts to develop place-based, cross-curricular E-learning programs via interactive 
EduTech and instructive design. She received her Ph.D at TUDelft and has worked as dep-
uty director of UNESCO WHITRAP (Shanghai), and as visiting professor at BTU-Cottbus. 

Dr. Johanna Leissner, trained as a chemist and material scientist, has been working in cul-
tural heritage research for over 20 years focussing on climate change impact on cultural her-
itage, environmental monitoring of cultural property and sustainability issues. Since January 
2021 she is the chair of the EU OMC (open method of coordination) expert group of the Eu-
ropean Member States, strengthening cultural heritage resilience for climate change. She is 
furthermore member of the EU Commission expert group Cultural Heritage Forum, scientific 
representative for the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft at the European Union in Brussels and Co-
founder of the German Research Alliance for the Protection of Cultural Heritage. Since 2020 
she coordinates the German research project KERES “Protecting cultural heritage from ex-
treme climate events and increasing resilience”. 

Katharina Matheja studied Landscape Architecture at the Technical University of Berlin. Fol-
lowing an internship at the Prussian Palaces and Gardens Foundation Berlin-Brandenburg 
(SPSG) on the occasion of the publication and conference "Historic Gardens in Climate 
Change" and her final thesis in the field of Garden Monument Preservation, she engaged in 
freelance work in the fields of garden monument preservation and cultural landscape. Among 
other things, she contributed to the publications "Garden Monuments in Berlin. Post-War Pe-
riod to the End of the Sixties" (2018) and "Diversity in Unity - Cistercian Monastic Land-
scapes in Central Europe" (2019). From 2019 to 2021, she worked as a scientific volunteer 



the Department of Gardens of the SPSG. Since April 2021, she is a research assistant in the 
BMBF-funded collaborative project "KERES - Protecting Cultural Assets from Extreme Cli-
mate Events and Increasing Resilience". 

Dr. Matthias Ripp, a senior heritage manager with a background of historical geography, is 
coordinating the “Old Town of Regensburg with Stadtamhof” site. He is active in numerous 
networks such as Heritage Europe and ICOMOS. He coordinated the EU HerO (Heritage as 
Opportunity) project and chairs the UNESCO World Heritage working group on historic city 
centres of the German Association of Cities. Since November 2011 he has also been re-
gional coordinator for the North West European and North-American region of the Organisa-
tion of World Heritage Heritage Cities (OWHC), is teaching at different Universities and 
works as a trainer, facilitator and consultant.  

Victoria Reichelt is a journalist and presenter and currently works mainly for funk produc-
tions (ARD/ZDF) in front of and behind the camera: For the funk format Deutschland3000, 
she reported on politics - but not where it is made, but where it arrives. In 2021 and 2022, 
she spoke with top politicians such as Robert Habeck, Jens Spahn and Christian Lindner 
about the most pressing political issues facing young people. She currently works for the po-
litical format “Die da oben!” The core of her journalistic work is always connecting with a 
young target group: their questions, comments, queries and suggestions are often the start-
ing point for her work. Victoria studied business and communications in Berlin and Mexico 
and completed a traineeship in political communications. 

Yoke-Lee Roth is a trained painter and varnisher (specialising in design and maintenance) 
and has studied art and social pedagogy for vocational schools. During her studies in Dort-
mund, she worked ntensively on the topics of World Heritage, (architectural) cultural heritage 
and vocational education for sustainable development. She is chair of the Young Forum of 
the German Commission for UNESCO and is involved in community work and neighbour-
hood management in Dortmund's Nordstadt district. She is currently working and researching 
at TU Dortmund and is concerned with aspects of sustainability in teacher training and edu-
cational concepts in the context of Education for Sustainable Development. 

Klaus Schilling studied German language and literature, theology and education in Münster 
and Berlin. Since 2019, he has been working as the federal coordinator of the UNESCO As-
sociated chools Project Network (ASPnet) at the German Commission for UNESCO. Previ-
ously, he worked as a teacher and consultant for Education for Sustainable Development 
and as an expert for the Hessian Ministry of Education in the field of civic education and cul-
tural affairs. He has gained international experience through his work at the Herinneringscen-
trum Kamp Westerbork (Netherlands) and the coordination of a school partnership with Tan-
zania, which received several awards as a model project. He has solid experience with ap-
proaches to World Heritage and climate education, not least through his collaboration with 
"denkmal aktiv" and the UNESCO Climate Action Project. 

Ulrich Schreiber has been Head of the Department for Monument Conservation and Protec-
tion at the Saxon State Ministry for Regional Development since 2016. After studying law and 
completing his legal clerkship, he took on various tasks in Saxon state and local government, 
including environmental protection, agriculture and rural development. In addition, he is a 
member of the bilateral steering group of the World Heritage Site Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Min-
ing Region.  

Students and teachers from the schools Gymnasium Marienberg, Gymnazium Mlada Bo-
leslav, Evangelische Zinzendorfschule Herrnhut, Richard von Schlieben Oberschule Zittau 
and I Liceum im. Stefana Banacha Żagań discovered World Heritage Sites in the DBU pro-
ject "Young Climate Action for World Heritage" and are dealing creatively and productively 
with the challenges of climate change during the project..  



Students and teachers of the Neues Gymnasium in Oldenburg dealt with the resilience of 
monuments to environmental influences in the DBU project "Mediating damaging environ-
mental influences on cultural heritage" as part of the denkmal aktiv program and wrote an 
award-winning paper on the topic "Shell limestone in acid rain - How long are the joints in the 
Waisenstift Varel impermeable to water?". 


